5



MISINFORMATION IN THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE KATRINA
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Research Question
What misinformation’s emerged in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina?
Thesis Driven Essay
Hurricane Katrina had severe consequences especially to the poor people partially because they lacked money to appropriately prepare. The occurrence of Hurricane Katrina was accompanied by a lot of rumors and information that made the federal to slow down their response. Therefore, this made citizens of New Orleans suffer a lot without being helped. Moreover, the reason that resulted in the delay of relief operation was due to belief by the government officials that they had to plan for a military operation because of the myths that were spreading[footnoteRef:1]. Moreover, people were frightened why the government took too long to take action while the federal disaster agencies were in standby with prepositioned supplies. [1: 	 Chua, Alton YK, Selcan Kaynak, and Schubert SB Foo. "An analysis of the delayed response to Hurricane Katrina through the lens of knowledge management." Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology 58, no. 3 (2007): 391-403.
] 

However, the misinformation provided by the media during the disaster also created tension and resulted in delays. The local officials argued that there was increased violence and looting which resulted in delays and immediate release of the military would also cause killings to American citizens. Similarly, the media and bureau presented wrong information to the people and this contributed to more horrible things than the truth1. Moreover, majority of reporters took the rumors and reported them as truth, for instance, many occasions in the lurid libretto were full of prevalent murder, rape, carjacking and assaults in the newspaper that was not yet proved to be true.
Contrarily, when Reckdahl interviewed several evacuees from the disaster, they realized that during the peek of disaster majority of the individuals who suffer a lot are those that are poor because they do not have enough money to prepare for such occurrences or recover fast[footnoteRef:2]. Similarly, catastrophe research shows that a lot of information provided by the locals and media is not always true, because people do not always panic when affected by the disaster but most of the time they respond in an orderly manner. Therefore, most people do not always concentrate on saving themselves but giving a hand and help those who are around them. Also, the local officials were overrating the number of people who had died and called for martial law. [2: 2 Reckdahl K. Do You Know What It Means to Myth New Orleans. (2006).] 

Violence was the main story during the Katrina disaster and this made New Orleans citizens to be regarded as dangerous because of killing each other in the convention center. Moreover, there were also videos of people looting the stores in the city which resulted in them being viewed as thieves. Nonetheless, disaster researchers claimed that people were involved in such activities for survival purposes and they were looking for clean water and food. Similarly, the misinformation spread during Hurricane Katrina also crossed the racial lines with the media saying that the black people wedged in the Superdome were going to be violent and loot.
The myth that people of New Orleans were violent was disapproved the moment the rescue mission teams were going to take food and water to the citizens escorted by 1000 soldiers and two hundred and fifty police officers2. The soldiers escorting the trucks of food were expecting war upon reaching the convention center, however, they were surprised seeing people sheering about getting help. The soldiers were able to search for weapons from the affected individuals and from the 19,000 individuals they were able to find thirteen weapons, and thirty-nine thousand individuals as they entered found fifty weapons[footnoteRef:3]. People were in the desperation of food and water but the soldiers realized that there were good individuals who were stuck in a serious condition. [3: 3 Reckdahl K. Do You Know What It Means to Myth New Orleans. (2006).] 

Behind the images and documentaries that were presented about the heroic rescues done by the New Orleans Police officers during Hurricane Katrina, there were other new events about the law enforcement officers' activities that went out of control. Furthermore, another researcher presented how law and disorder were done by investigating reports that the New Orleans police department used fatal strength against citizens and covered up their activities[footnoteRef:4]. Many people suffered from the hands of the police including inmates being left in flooding waters. Majority of the officers cared about their own lives and left people to suffer by themselves. [4:  Frontline. Law and Order] 

 According to human rights watch when Hurricane Katrina was starting sheriffs’ officers left more than one hundred prisoners in the city jail. Prisoners from the Templeman III building which is one of the New Orleans parish prisons claimed that ever since Katrina started there was no correctional officer in the building. Additionally, the building had held more than six hundred prisoners and other more in the ground floor cells. The prisoners were left there for four days without food and water. The floods continued and rose to their chests and they had to stay inside the floods without food and water for four days until they were evacuated[footnoteRef:5]. Although some inmates were evacuated from the prison some of them were not able to be rescued because some of the prisoners who were rescued were interviewed and said that when they were coming out, they saw bodies floating on water. Similarly, New Orleans Sheriff did nothing to save the inmates and they called from help on Monday night, where they were evacuated on Thursday. The inmates say that the generators had died leaving them without lights and sealed in with no air circulation while the toilets backed up creating an unbearable stench[footnoteRef:6]. [5:  The American Yawp Documentary by Vann R. Newkirk II]  [6: 	 A Katrina Reader. Amnesty for Prisoners of Katrina: A Weekend of Reconciliation and respect for Human Rights. (2006).] 

The misinformation provided by the media and local officials had effects on citizens of New Orleans because individuals had created an image of them. Some people who were evacuated could not get jobs because they come from New Orleans while other people cheat that they come from the place so that they can get hired. The reason for employers not to hire individuals from New Orleans is because they are viewed to be poor, immoral and violent[footnoteRef:7]. Even though the statement was proven to be false, it does not matter because everybody heard how citizens of New Orleans are poor and are recognized for partying, corruption and drugs. Nonetheless, some of this information has some truth about New Orleans because of the dirty politics played, challenges in their schools and the increased rate of murder. [7: 	 Qiang, Yi, Qingxu Huang, and Jinwen Xu. "Observing community resilience from space: Using nighttime lights to model economic disturbance and recovery pattern in natural disaster." Sustainable Cities and Society (2020): 102115.
] 

A Reflective Account of the Research
The primary sources were found from the internet archives. The internet has information both primary and secondary sources such as articles and websites. The search from the internet archived utilized website to get primary sources while searching, several keywords were used in the search to enable easy getting of relevant information. The following keywords were used; misinformation of Hurricane Katrina, myths in New Orleans, La and disorder in Hurricane Katrina, response to Hurricane Katrina and prisoners abandoned to flooding waters in New Orleans. The choices were made based on the relevancy of the information as well as the credibility of the source. Furthermore, every information obtained was reviewed and established if it answers the research question as well as is within the thesis statement of the research. Several searches were tried that were unsuccessful especially from the media publications including magazines. The information obtained the rumors were circulating and therefore there was a need to search more relevant and detailed information concerning what happened during the Hurricane disaster.
The majority of the primary sources were stored in physical format, however, the use of digital medial has facilitated easy retrieval and availability of primary sources. Therefore, the user can use any search term that they want to base on their research and get the entire collection. Moreover, digital media has enhanced easy access and thus cost used to travel by the researcher has been reduced significantly as one needs to have internet connectivity and they get information from wherever they are at any time.
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